
Tha Ministearan na h-Alba, an luchd-comhairleachaidh sònraichte agus an Rùnaire  

Maireannach fo chumhachan Achd Coiteachaidh (Alba) 2016.  Faicibh www.lobbying.scot 
 

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered 

by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016.  See www.lobbying.scot 
 

Taigh Naomh Anndrais,  Rathad Regent, Dùn Èideann  EH1 

3DG 

St Andrew’s House, Regent Road, Edinburgh  EH1 3DG 

www.gov.scot 

  

 

Ministear airson Ionmhas Poblach agus 

Eaconomaidh Dhidseatach  

Ceit Fhoirbheis BPA 

Minister for Public Finance and Digital Economy 

 

Kate Forbes MSP 

T: 0300 244 4000 
E: scottish.ministers@gov.scot  

 

 


 

 
Bruce Crawford, MSP  
Convener  
Finance and Constitution Committee  
Rm M4.18  
The Scottish Parliament  
Edinburgh  
EH99 1SP 
 
Finance.Constitution@parliament.scot  

 

___ 
28 October 2019  
 
AIR DEPARTURE TAX  
UPDATE TO THE FINANCE AND CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE  
 
 
Dear Mr Crawford  
 
I am writing to update the Finance and Constitution Committee on Air Departure Tax (ADT), 
to help inform the Committee’s pre-Budget scrutiny.  
 
My letter to you on 23 April 2019 informed the Committee of the deferral of the introduction 

ADT beyond April 2020. I set out that this was due to the issue of the Highlands and Islands 
(H&I) exemption – to which a solution had not been found – and the continued uncertainty 
around Brexit. The Scottish Government has been clear, and has agreed with the UK 
Government, that the exemption issue needs to be resolved before ADT can be introduced in 
Scotland. In the interim, the UK Government will continue to maintain the application of APD 
in Scotland. 
 
In direct response to the Paris Agreement, the Scottish Government’s landmark Climate 
Change Bill maintains our legislative framework as the toughest, most ambitious in the world. 
We are updating the Climate Change Plan and are looking across our responsibilities to 
make sure we continue with the policies that are working and identify areas where we can go 
further, faster. As a consequence, the Scottish Government has concluded that the economic 
benefits we previously sought through our policy of reducing ADT are no longer compatible 
with our new emissions targets.   
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The Scottish Government remains committed to taking on the tax when a solution to the H&I 
exemption issue has been found. We will also continue to engage stakeholders in this work 
and on the future policy position.  Most recently the Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Economy 
and Fair Work chaired a meeting of representatives of aviation, tourism and business groups 
on 12 September, to discuss the rationale for the ADT policy change and the context of the 
climate emergency. 
 
I hope you find this information helpful and I will continue to keep the Committee and the 
Parliament updated. 
 
Regards 

 
 
 

KATE FORBES 
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